Our Guiding Principles for Public Policy
As an evangelical network Transform Minnesota has unique opportunities to advocate for public policy
principles and values that provide for good governance, serve the common good and represent our
religious beliefs. As evangelicals we uphold the Bible as the authoritative word of God, and apply it as
our guide for all areas of faith and life. Therefore our public policy principles are informed by the Bible
and by our Statement of Faith.
As Christians we confess that our primary allegiance is to Christ and his kingdom, not to any nation. As
Christian citizens, we engage in public life because Jesus is Lord over every area of life, and we believe it
is our calling to help various forms of government to maintain public order, to seek justice and restrain
human evil, and to promote the common good, while we also pray for and obey those in authority.
The seven principles that guide our public policy actions are:
1. Religious Freedom: We work to protect religious freedom and liberty of conscience.
2. Children & Family: We work to nurture family life and protect children.
3. Sanctity of Life: We work to protect the sanctity of human life and to safeguard its nature.
4. Poor & Vulnerable: We seek justice and compassion for the poor and vulnerable.
5. Human Rights: We work to protect human rights.
6. Peace: We seek peace and work to restrain violence.
7. Creation Care: We labor to protect God’s creation.
These seven principles, together with the expanded discussion of each point on the following pages, are
hereby adopted and endorsed by the board of directors of Transform Minnesota to guide our public
policy actions and representative voice.

Adopted by board of directors, Friday, December 11, 2015
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Expanded Discussion of Principles for Public Policy

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
We work to protect religious freedom and liberty of conscience
God has ordained the two co-existing institutions of church and state as distinct and
independent of each other with each having its own areas of responsibility (Rom. 13:17; Mark 12:13-17; Eph. 4:15-16, 5:23-32). We affirm the principles of religious freedom
and liberty of conscience, which are both historically and logically at the foundation of
the American experiment. They are properly called the First Freedom and are now
vested in the First Amendment. The First Amendment’s guarantees of freedom of
speech, association, and religion provide the political space in which we can carry out
our differing responsibilities. Because human beings are responsible to God, these
guarantees are crucial to the exercise of their God-given freedom. As God allows the
wheat and tares to grow together until the harvest, and as God sends the rain on the
just and on the unjust, so those who obey and those who disobey God coexist in
society and share in its blessings (Matt. 5:45, 13:24-30). This “gospel pluralism” is
foundational to the religious liberty of all.
CHILDREN & FAMILY
We work to nurture family life and protect children
From Genesis onward, the Bible tells us that the family is central to God’s vision for
human society. God has revealed himself to us in the language of family, adopting us as
his children (Rom. 8:23, Gal. 4:5) and teaching us by the Holy Spirit to call him Abba
Father (Rom. 8:15, Gal. 4:6). Marriage, which is a lifetime relationship between one
man and one woman, is the predominant biblical icon of God’s relationship with his
people (Isa. 54:5; Jer. 3:20, 31:32; Ezek. 16:32; Eph. 5:23, 31-32). In turn, family life
reveals something to us about God, as human families mirror, however faintly, the
inner life of the Trinity.
We work for laws that protect and foster family life, and against government attempts
to interfere with the integrity of the family. We will work for measures that strengthen
the economic viability of marriages and families, especially among the poor. We
likewise commit ourselves to work within the church and society to strengthen
marriages, to reduce the rate of divorce, and to prepare young adults for healthy family
life.
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SANCTITY OF LIFE
We work to protect the sanctity of human life and safeguard its nature
Because God created human beings in his image, all people share in the divine dignity.
And because the Bible reveals God’s calling and care of persons before they are born,
the preborn share in this dignity (Ps. 139:13).
We believe that abortion, euthanasia, and unethical human experimentation violate
the God-given dignity of human beings. As these practices gain social approval and
become legitimized in law, they undermine the legal and cultural protections that our
society has provided for vulnerable persons. Human dignity is indivisible. A threat to
the aged, to the very young, to the unborn, to those with disabilities, or to those with
genetic diseases is a threat to all.
POOR & VULNERABLE
We seek justice and compassion for the poor and vulnerable
Jesus summed up God’s law by commanding us to love God with all that we are and to
love our neighbors as ourselves (Matt. 22:35-40). By deed and parable, he taught us
that anyone in need is our neighbor (Luke 10:29-37). Because all people are created in
the image of God, we owe each other help in time of need.
God identifies with the poor (Ps. 146:5-9), and says that those who “are kind to the
poor lend to the Lord” (Prov. 19:17), while those who oppress the poor “show
contempt for their Maker” (Prov. 14:31). Jesus said that those who do not care for the
needy and the imprisoned will depart eternally from the living God (Matt. 25:31-46).
The vulnerable may include not only the poor, but women, children, the aged, persons
with disabilities, immigrants, refugees, minorities, the persecuted, and prisoners. God
measures societies by how they treat the people at the bottom.

Transform Minnesota | Guiding Principles for Public Policy, Adopted by board action December 11, 2015

Page 3 of 5

Expanded Discussion of Principles for Public Policy

HUMAN RIGHTS
We work to protect human rights
Because God created human beings in his image, we are endowed with rights and
responsibilities. In order to carry out these responsibilities, human beings need the
freedom to form associations, formulate and express beliefs, and act on
conscientiously held commitments.
As recipients of God’s gift of embodied life, people need food, nurture, shelter, and
care. In order to fulfill their God-given tasks, all people have a right to private property.
God’s design for human existence also implies a right to marry, enjoy family life, and
raise and educate children. While it is not the primary role of government to provide
everything that humans need for their well-being, governments are obligated to ensure
that people are not unjustly deprived of them and to strengthen families, schools,
businesses, hospitals, social-service organizations, and other institutions so they can
contribute to human welfare. At the same time, government must fulfill its
responsibilities to provide for the general welfare and promote the common good.
PEACE
We seek peace and work to restrain violence
Jesus and the prophets looked forward to the time when God’s reign would bring about
just and peaceful societies in which people would enjoy the fruits of their labor without
interference from foreign oppressors or unjust rulers. But from the beginning,
Christians have recognized that God did not call them to bring in God’s kingdom by
force. While all Christians have agreed that governments should protect and restore
just and peaceful social orders, we have long differed on when governments may use
force and whether we may participate in government-authorized force to defend our
homelands, rescue others from attack, or liberate other people from oppression.
The peaceful settling of disputes is a gift of common grace. We urge governments to
pursue thoroughly nonviolent paths to peace before resorting to military force. We
believe that if governments are going to use military force, they must use it in the
service of peace and not merely in their national interest. Military force must be guided
by the classical just-war principles, which are designed to restrain violence by
establishing the right conditions for and right conduct in fighting a war. In an age of
nuclear and biological terrorism, such principles are more important than ever.
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CREATION CARE
We labor to protect God's creation
As we embrace our responsibility to care for God’s earth, we reaffirm the important
truth that we worship only the Creator and not the creation. God gave the care of his
earth and its species to our first parents. That responsibility has passed into our hands.
We affirm that God-given dominion is a sacred responsibility to steward the earth and
not a license to abuse the creation of which we are a part. We are not the owners of
creation, but its stewards, summoned by God to “watch over and care for it” (Gen.
2:15). This implies the principle of sustainability: our uses of the Earth must be
designed to conserve and renew the Earth rather than to deplete or destroy it. The
Bible teaches us that God is not only redeeming his people, but is also restoring the
whole creation (Rom. 8:18-23). Just as we show our love for the Savior by reaching out
to the lost, we believe that we show our love for the Creator by caring for his creation.
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